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Biography
Patricia Boyko is a graduate of Evergreen State College in Olympia, Washington, with a BS in Environmental Sciences.  She began volunteering at Las Casas de la Selva in February of 2008, and has since become involved in vine research, natural building, and mushroom cultivation projects.  She is interested in continuing studying tropical mushrooms, leading volunteer groups, learning about the local plants and ecology, and gardening. With a strong passion for cooking, she is interested in furthering her knowledge of culinary arts, growing food, nutrition, and herbal healing.

Curriculum vitae

2008-present 
Ecologist – Tropic Ventures Education and Research Foundation
Design and conduct scientific studies of lianas and fungi at Las Casas de la Selva

Identify to species fungi, lianas, and trees encountered on the property

Lead groups in trail building and maintenance, research, and data collection.
Create presentations and teach workshops on tropical ecology and rainforest studies

2009-2010

Crew – RV Heraclitus

Crew on a 85’ sailing research vessel from Trinidad to Dominican Republic
Managed kitchen, meals, food purchase and budgeting
2008-present 
Catering – Las Casas de la Selva

Cooking meals for 5 to 30 people. Coordinating kitchen management, purchasing, budgeting, stocking. 
Teaching vegetarian cooking and nutrition. 
2009-Present 
Jewelry and Clothing Design – Dhisana Creations
Creating handmade original sterling silver jewelry, artwork, and silkscreens
Sourcing semiprecious stones abroad for use in jewelry making

Designing clothing and working with tailors to produce a finished product

Marketing, promotion, and sales.
2006-2009

Travels in India, Nepal, Thailand, and Lao 
Learned traditional Thai cooking, Bangkok
Worked as a restaurant consultant for Jahanavi restaurant in Goa, India

Apprenticed with a silversmith in Pushkar, India, learning traditional and modern fabrication and stone setting techniques.

2004-2007

Core Organizer - Molecular Events and Environmental Structures, Seattle, WA

Design, coordinate, and promote multidimensional events centered around music, art, and community dance. Designed and printed professional flyers using Adobe Photoshop. Moderated meetings to ensure productivity and accountability. Coordinated volunteers. Educated guests and participants of responsible land stewardship and "leave no trace" ethic at outdoor events.

Education:
The Evergreen State College, Olympia, WA
Degree:  BS, Environmental Science, 2007
Coursework:  Mushroom and Lichen taxonomy, Lab research, Fungal Biology, Watershed field research, GIS, Statistics, Public dissemination speaking, Moss taxonomy, Forest Ecology, Sustainable living, Northwest edible and medicinal plants

University of Oregon, Eugene, OR 

Coursework: Ecology, Environmental Science, Environmental Studies, Resource and Environment Economic Issues, Sustainable Living, Biology, Wilderness Survival, Data Analysis, Environmental Geology and Land Diversity, Global Environmental Change, and Environment Alteration.

