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2009 Itinerary



Day 1- Volunteers will be picked up at San Juan Airport at 4:00pm.  Transportation via bus will take all volunteers and luggage to Las Casas de la Selva, located in the mountains of Patillas.  Volunteers will be given a tour of the homestead, then a brief orientation over a home cooked dinner.  Las Casas staff members, including resident herpetologist Norman Greenhawk, will introduce themselves and explain the project.

Approximate Timeline

4:00pm- Pickup at SJU


6:00pm- Arrive at Las Casas de la Selva, volunteers shown to their living quarters.


6:30pm- Tour around homestead


6:45pm- Dinner is served, orientation and staff introduction to be given over dessert.

7:30pm- Finish orientation, free time for the remainder of the evening.  Mr. Greenhawk will be available to answer any questions and to discuss the ongoing reptile and amphibian studies.

Day2- Over breakfast, you will be briefed on the Anolis spp. Population Count currently being conducted by our resident herpetologist, Norman Greenhawk.   You will be educated on the species of anoles found in Puerto Rico, as well as identifying characteristics of each species.   After that, the group will begin the anolis study (see Anolis study- link here).

Approximate Timeline


8:00am- Hot Breakfast served.

8:30am- Introduction to the Anoles of Puerto Rico, explanation of Las Casa Anolis Population Study.


9:00am- Leave homestead for Anole study areas 1-4.


12:00pm- Packed lunch in the forest.


12:30pm- Continue Anole study.


5:00pm- Return to homestead, shower, clean up


6:00pm- Dinner

Day 3- After breakfast, the expedition group will head further out in the forest and continue with the Anolis spp. Population Count.  The group will return in time for a late afternoon Salsa class given by Lorenna Lopez.
Approximate Timeline


8:00am- Hot Breakfast served.

9:00am - Leave homestead for Anole study areas 4-8.

12:00pm- Packed lunch in the forest.


12:30pm- Continue Anole study.


4:00pm- Return to homestead, shower, clean up


5:00pm- Salsa dance class


6:00pm- Dinner

Day 4:  The group will continue with the Anolis Study in the morning.  During the early afternoon, the expedition group will conduct leaf litter surveys to search for Leptodactylus frogs and Spherodactylus geckos.  During the evening, the expedition group will participate in an on-going study of E. coqui.
Approximate Timeline


8:00am- Hot Breakfast served.

9:00am - Leave homestead for study areas.


12:00pm- Packed lunch in the forest.


12:30pm- Leaf Litter surveys.


4:00pm- Return to homestead, shower, clean up


5:00pm- Salsa dance class


6:00pm- Dinner

Day 5:  A transport van will arrive at 7am to take the group to Lucillo.  One there, the group will meet up with a guide at Lucillo beach.  Tyrone will show the expedition group areas where sea turtles nest.  After the tour, members of the expedition group can suntan, swim in the ocean, hunt for Ameivas and iguanas, and relax.  The group will then tour and have dinner in Lucillo before returning to Las Casas de la Selva.
Approximate Timeline


6:00am- Hot Breakfast served

7:00am – Bus arrives at Las Casas

10:30am- Expedition group arrives at Lucillo beach, meets Tyrone, goes on tour of beach and nesting areas.  Bonus- this beach is known as a haven for many of the Ameiva species of Puerto Rico!
12:30pm- Lunch, free beach time, hunt for ameivas!

3:30pm- Change, clean up, etc.

4:00pm- Leave beach for dinner destination, walk around Lucillo.


6:30pm- Dinner

8:00pm- Leave for Las Casas

11:30pm- Arrive at Las Casas de La Selva

Day 6:  The expedition group will set out in the morning after breakfast.  Led by Andres Rua, the group will descend into Icaco Valley, an isolated area of the property with limited access.  The hike will be intensive and will take approximately 3-4 hours, depending on the fitness level of the group.  Upon arriving the group will eat lunch and set up base camp.  The group will then be instructed on setting up plots for herpetological surveys; areas will be selected based on varying microhabitats and prepared for inclusion in the survey.  After the sun sets (after dinner), half of the plots will be surveyed to count nocturnal reptile and amphibian species.  If the expedition group is lucky it may come across the secretive Puerto Rican Boa Constrictor.  Icaco Valley is within the known range of the Boa, but no one has ever explored it specifically to find reptiles.
Approximate Timeline


8:00am- Hot Breakfast served

9:00am – Expedition group sets out to Icaco Valley

1:00pm- Expedition group arrives at Icaco Valley, has lunch, sets up base camp


2:30pm- Expedition group selects and marks off plots for Herpetological Survey


6:30pm- Dinner


8:00pm- Expedition group conducts nocturnal surveys


11:00pm- Finish surveys, rest/bedtime

Day 7:  After breakfast, the group will survey the remainder of the plots for diurnal reptile and amphibian species.  In the early afternoon, the group will head further down the valley to the rendezvous point where a bus will be waiting to take the expedition group and the equipment back to the homestead.  
Approximate Timeline


8:00am- Hot Breakfast served

9:30am – Expedition group begins diurnal surveys

2:00pm- Expedition group packs up base camp, heads to rendezvous point


3:00pm- Arrive at rendezvous, leave for Las Casas


6:00pm- Dinner

Day 8:  The “wrap up” day.  After breakfast, the group will be lead out in the forest again for a final opportunity to be in the rainforests of Puerto Rico.  Reptiles and amphibians will be searched for in an “informal” manner, future sites to expand the study will be selected by group members, and Las Casas staff members will accompany the group and discuss other aspects of rainforest ecology (trees, birds, etc).  The group will return to the homestead for a late lunch.  After lunch, the group will meet and discuss the findings of the expedition, conclusions that can be inferred from the data collected, and how the various studies should be expanded.  This meeting will last approx 2 hours.  Thereafter the group will have time to pack their belongings for departure the following morning, as well as have “free” time to hang out, visit the local swimming holes, etc.
Approximate Timeline


8:00am- Hot Breakfast served

9:00am – Expedition group sets out on forest walk

1:00pm- Expedition group arrives back at homestead for lunch


2:00pm- Data, findings, future plans discussion


4:00pm- Free time, packing time


6:00pm- Dinner


9:00pm- Group wrap ups

Day 9:  The group will have breakfast at Las Casas.  A group photo will be taken to display on the Herpetological Expeditions page of the Tropic Ventures website.  The bus to SJU airport will arrive at 10:00am.
Approximate Timeline


8:00am- Hot Breakfast served

9:30am – Group Photo

10:00am- Bus to SJU Airport arrives, group departs

